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The White Zombie is a 1932 American pre-code horror film that was independently produced by Edward Halperin and directed by Victor Halperin. It was based on the magic island by William Seabrook. The film is about a young woman who transforms into a zombie in the hands of an evil voodoo master. In the movie, Bela Lugosi stars as the zombie master murder Legendre with Madge Bellamy who appears as his victim. The film is considered as the first to feature-length zombie. Some critics have praised the film’s atmosphere while others have criticized the quality of acting embraced. 
The plot of this film involves arrival in Haiti where Madeleine short reunites with her fiancé Neil Parker with the plans of getting married. When going to the lodging, the couple passes Murder Legendre, the evil voodoo master who observes them with interest. The couple arrives at a home of a wealthy plantation owner by the name Charles Beaumont. “Charles’ love for Madeleine forces him to meet murder secretly in Murder’s sugarcane mill which was entirely operated by zombies” (Halperine, 2016). Charles aims at convincing Madeleine to marry him and therefore solicits Murder’s supernatural assistance. Murder then says that the only way he could assist Charles is by transforming Madeleine into a zombie using a potion. Charles agrees to that. He takes the potions and surreptitiously gives it to Madeleine (Halperine & Weston, 2016).
The potion takes effect on Madeleine shortly after their wedding ceremony with Neil. She soon dies and is buried. Murder and Charles enter into Madeleine's tomb and brings her back to life as a zombie and in a drunken state. Depressed Neil sees ghostly apparitions of Madeline and goes to her tomb. He then goes to seek out assistance from the local missionary Dr. Brunner who then recounts how murder turned many of his rivals into zombies who now acts as murders closet guardians. Neil and Brunner journeys to Murder’s Cliffside castle to rescue Madeleine 
At the castle, Charles begins to regret Madeleine's transformation and starts to beg Murder to return her to her normal life state. Murder refuses. Charles now discovers that he had been tainted with Murder’s voodoo and was also transforming into a zombie. When Neil enters the fortress Murder senses his presence and then silently orders Madeleine to kill Neil. “Madeleine approaches Neil with a knife, but Charles grabs her hand from behind a curtain which forces her to drop the knife and walk away” (Halperine, 2016). Neil then follows Madeleine to a mountain where Murder commands his zombies to kill Neil. Brunner approaches Murder and knocks him out breaking Murder’s mental control over the zombies. This leaves the zombies undirected and makes them topple off the cliff. Murder then awakens and eludes Neil and Brunner, but Charles pushes Murder off the cliff.  It happens that Brunner loses his balance and also falls to his death. With Murder’s death, Madeleine is released from her zombie trance, and she awakens to embrace Neil (Halperine, 2016).
The film has referred to Haitian Voodoo practices for the origins concept of the zombie. According to a Haitian myth, a zombie is a corpse that has been resurrected by a voodoo sorcerer. In this film, “…the evil sorcerer by the name Murder Legendre is played by a powerful actor known as Bela Lugosi” (The Alantic, &Mariani, 2015). We have studied in class that zombies are mindless two-legged piranhas that want nothing more than to feed on fresh flesh. In the film, the zombies are portrayed as the servants who do according to what the voodoo sorcerer commands them to do. Pretty close to what they were in the story “The Dead” by Michael Swanwick. The way the zombies were portrayed in this film is the foundation all other zombie films were built on (The Alantic, &Mariani, 2015).
As portrayed in the film, once a person fell victim of sedation or poison, they are usually buriednormally apart from Charles who was left to feel the malignant transformation as the evil sorcerer played out his plan to make Madeline. Once they died, they were later brought back to life but in a zombie trance more of a drunken state. They were then brought back to life by Murder and made them his servants and his to command (The Alantic, &Mariani, 2015). They were reanimated after falling victim, dying from the infection and quickly turned into zombies once they were changed, it was all about feeding on fresh flesh and infecting others along the way. 
The film also portrays some sense of social and political issues. This is regarding the taboo of voodoo and how the landlords used to bring back the slaves who decided to kill themselves, merely brought back to life to keep working for eternity or at least scared them to believe that they could be brought back from the dead and work for eternity. “The myth evolved slowly and with time, it folded into the voodoo religion” (Zombie, 1932).  This led to Haitians believing that zombies were corpses that were reanimated y shamans and voodoo priest.
Sorcerers bewitched the undead and used them for cheap labor or rather to carry out hard tasks. This was the post-colonialism zombie and the emblem of a nation haunted by the legacy of slavery and ever wary of it reinstitution (Rhodes, 2015). White zombie can be considered as the beginning of the zombie culture as we know it today. This is regarding the constant walking dead seeking out the flesh of the living like creatures with only that purpose. It can be considered as the film that gave rise to the zombie pop culture. Also, the film also brought about some breaking social issues in the film industry. Throughout the film, the zombies are portrayed as the mindless horde that gathers to seek out the living and to be commanded by their maker who in this case is Murder (Rhodes, 2015). 
In summation, the characteristics of the zombies are those of slave workers. The zombies as portrayed, they act according to what the evil voodoo master Murder commands them to do without question. This can be assimilated with slavery. Slaves used to work for their master and did precisely what he wanted without questions. Additionally, we see in the film Dr. Brunner recounting how Murder transformed his rivals into zombies. This can be considered as equivalent to how opponents during World War II used to abduct individuals from the competitive side and used them as slaves. Similarly, as the film entertains, it also educates and most importantly raises the social, political issues of the era in a crafted manner.
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